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Developing your essay 

• Research guide
– SUBJECT: Identifying a topic
– ISSUES: Developing the main things in issue
– LEGAL: Identifying the potential legal issues
– TITLE: Developing a title
– STRUCTURE



SUBJECT • Think widely and 
creatively
– News story
– Case/Decision
– Article (law or other)
– Industry Reports
– A trip to the movies …

• Tutorials are an 
opportunity to sound out 
ideas



News stories



News stories



News stories



News stories





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eus23Yop2Pk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eus23Yop2Pk


Case
• For example, Premier League litigation 

– C-403/08 - Football Association Premier League, 
EU:C:2011:631 
• A football game is not a copyright work as “no creative freedom” as it 

is dictated by the “rules of the game”. Is this right?
– Directive (EU) 2019/790 on Copyright in Digital Single Market

• Consideration but did not give copyright to “sport event organizers”
• Do you agree?



Article
• Particular article

– E.g., “Ideological Effects of the 
Basic Cinematographic 
Apparatus”, JL Baudry – potential 
implications for a critique of film 
copyright and audience today

– Interdisciplinary sources
• Film theory
• Art history and film
• History
• Interpret the article through a 

legal lens



Industry Reports

Examples
• British Film Institute 

(BFI) Commission on 
UK Independent Film –
Report 2018

• BFI Screen Culture 
2033
– Strategy 2023-2033
– Digital environment
– Consumer/audience 

behaviour
– Value of rights



A trip to the movies …
• Frederico Fellini – 8 ½
– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ykgIVAvYCwk

• Quentin Tarantino – Pulp Fiction
– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJvSSyU5_As

• Escape from New York (1981) -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ckvDo2JHB7o

• Lockout (2012) -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_An8mo2DgnU

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXHNtus8Enk&fea
ture=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ykgIVAvYCwk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJvSSyU5_As
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ckvDo2JHB7o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_An8mo2DgnU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXHNtus8Enk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXHNtus8Enk&feature=youtu.be


ISSUES

• The artistic, social, practical, economic, business 
etc.
– What is in contention?
– What is the potential dispute?



Legal and Critical Analysis
• And then from there, what are the potential 

legal issues?
• Potential areas to explore:
– Any extra-legal strategies for protection (fandoms, 

merchandising, etc)
– The application of film theory 

to the scope of the 
work for the 
purposes of 
protection



Title
• Informative
– Essay’s purpose

• Can be straightforward or more creative
• No need to put all the information into the title
– Aim for concise and informative



Structure
• Introduction

– CONTEXT – In other words, what motivated this question –
• A particular challenge being faced by the industry? 
• A particular dispute?

– OUTLINE - Outline briefly what you will be arguing and how
– SCOPE – A 3000 word essay is limited in scope so you may wish to outline 

aspects that will be beyond the scope of your discussion (but you show your 
awareness of them)

– CONCLUSIONS – Any possible conclusions or recommendations arising from 
your work

• Headings and sub-headings
– Very important
– Signpost your argument throughout
– Ensures reader can identify easily the points and steps of your argument
– Assists with achieving a clear and readable structure

• Conclusion
– Don’t just restate your argument
– This section can be used to explain why your essay is significant and any future 

implications or areas for research arising from your essay



This is a research essay
• Research is crucial
• References and authorities must be provided for 

arguments
• Engage with authorities (do not just describe 

and paraphrase)
– Do you agree with the argument?
– Compare other approaches? 
– Potential wider significance? Etc



Referencing
•Footnotes are essential
• Do not use in-text citation
• Footnotes will count towards the word count
• Bibliographies are optional but recommended
– Make sure you have engaged with all the 

references in the bibliography
– Bibliographies do not replace footnotes
– Bibliographies do not count in the word limit







QMUL Library Databases
• Research literature 
– https://www.library.qmul.ac.uk/subject-

guides/law/databases/

• Film and cultural research literature
– https://www.library.qmul.ac.uk/subject-

guides/film/databases/
• JSTOR
• Project MUSE
• Media Plus

https://www.library.qmul.ac.uk/subject-guides/law/databases/
https://www.library.qmul.ac.uk/subject-guides/law/databases/
https://www.library.qmul.ac.uk/subject-guides/film/databases/
https://www.library.qmul.ac.uk/subject-guides/film/databases/


Quality Research



Examples of poor 
scholarship

• Merely paraphrasing or 
largely 
copying/repeating 
articles from elsewhere

• Merely providing a 
citation at the end of 
lengthy paraphrasing 
without actual 
engagement with the 
argument

• It is important to show 
your engagement with 
and understanding of 
the sources and bringing 
them together in an 
insightful analysis of the 
issues in your essay



Examples of good 
scholarship

• Able to synthesise 
various arguments in 
relation to your topic 
and your particular 
research question

• Bringing several 
authorities together 
into a fresh analysis 

• Able to engage with 
those arguments that 
disagree with you and 
explain why they are 
not applicable 





Always ask questions!

There are no stupid questions!
We are here to help you make the 
most of this exciting field and 
encourage your particular interests in 
the wonderful world of film law. 
So please feel free to ask us any 
questions!

ccls-film@qmul.ac.uk


