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ASSESSMENT 2: DISSERTATION

Assignment 2 is worth 100% of the final module grade

OVERVIEW

Assessment 2 is the final submission for your academic programme and you will be tasked
with writing an academic report to summarize and document the outcomes of your research
project. In order to demonstrate your skills and knowledge in the final dissertation report, you

must be able to show that you have:

e Identified a suitable topic or subject area within the domain of computer science or
subject areas that have been covered throughout your degree programme

e Applied effective literature search and review

e Clearly defined appropriate research questions, aims and objectives

o Effectively designed your research with the use of appropriate tools and methodologies

o Applied an effective use of methodologies and tools to evaluate, discuss and reflect on
the outcomes of the research and the importance of these outcomes

e Adopted the appropriate ethical guidelines in both conducting your research and

applying academic research standards

RECOMMENED STRUCTURE OF YOUR DISSERATION

The recommended structure of your dissertation could be as follows:

1. Preliminary pages

a. Title page (required)
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b.

g.

Copyright (optional, if required)
Acknowledgements

Preface (optional)

Table of contents (required)

List of tables and figures (required)

List of abbreviations, nomenclature, symbols (if required)

2. Body of the dissertation

a.

b.

C.

d.

e.

Introduction
Literature review
Methodology
Findings

Discussion

3. References (required, APA 7™ edition referencing style)

4. Appendices (optional)

Note - additional recommendations on the structure of the dissertation can be found in the

topic overviews of the module.
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MARKING CRITERIA

Please follow the marking criteria below to ensure you covered all areas in your dissertation.

Criteria Description Weight
Structure/Presentation - Does the submitted work follow a logical structure? 20
- Is content organised appropriately?

- Is there an appropriate use of font, styling, paragraphs,
spacing, effective use of visual elements?

Content - A suitable topic or research area is identified and justified 40

- Well developed and presented background, literature review
and existing knowledge

- Appropriate discussion on research design and choice of
methodologies

- Documentation and discussion on the research process and
results/findings

- Practical demonstration of analysis and evaluation of data

Critical Analysis and - How clearly is existing knowledge in the research area 10
Evaluation presented and evaluated?

- Has the research been appropriately justified in terms of
feasibility, scope, relevance, knowledge generation?

Language, Grammar - Are ideas presented with an effective use of language, 10

and Punctuation grammar and punctuation?

Level of Competency - Are ideas presented in a clear and understandable manner? 10

Referencing - Use of an appropriate range of scholarly and academic 10
references

- Correct use of the APA referencing style for citing sources

Total 100
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ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
Please take note of the following details before you submit your dissertation:

1. The dissertation is an individual task and not a group task

2. The dissertation must be submitted on the indicated due date by 11:59 p.m. (23:59
hours) VLE (UTC) at the latest

3. Details on late submission procedures and penalties can be found on the module’s
VLE page

4. Your dissertation should include a range of academic journals and textbooks which
can be accessibility on the VLE though the online library

5. The word count for your dissertation should be maximum 15, 000 words excluding
the reference list and any additional appendices

6. You must ensure that you follow academic writing standards and adopt the APA 7t
Edition referencing style when citing sources

7. Your dissertation must be submitted electronically through the Tutnitin system
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Grading criteria

Ferformance

characteristic Grading criteria

= Examplaory attaisrmsnt of all lecrming outcones

90-100 | Exceptiona| » Demonshrodes on cutstanding synithesis of vored theoreticol positions in the

= annlvek ol kay Faias in e aileaet cean

*« Widesangng emphasts on knowledge and idecs thol ae ol the
Torefran of e disipline

» Differs on eshousfive explorofion of the leroture and evidence-bose

& The maleda covered & accunale and relewan

#» The orgument & highly sophisticaled

= Thi standord of witling & rafined

= Mo aras in tha usa of e spacilied ralaranding ssham

+ Wall-prasantsd and organisad in on Sopropnate scodamic style.

# Excelent atfanment af all koming outcomes, wath some met i an exemplory

B0-8% Cufstonding stancard

» Demonshrofes a cormprehensive synbhads of vaned thearedical pasiiars in he

Pass anclyss of kay Bses B e subjfect oren, Widesonging emphoss on
knowledge and idecs thol ore of the forefront of he discipline
= Extench for beyvord axpactad lavels of angogamant with the iteratune ard
evidence- bose
= The mateda ooversd & accunahe ard relewant
a The crgument i ganerclly vary asiuie
= The standord of writing & refined
& Mo aran in he use of e specilied relaencing syslam
& Wellpresenied aond arganiied in on appropiale ooadermic style.
# Excelen! allanment ol all lamire oulSsmas
TO-T% Excelent » Demonstrodes o thorcugh syribess of varied theorefical pasitions inthe
poEs analysi af key Bsuas in he sibsact ored
- ;Ill;?'réﬁ:amr‘ﬂkd an Eidwiedga and ideas thal are at e laistient of the

Thorough use the Feralune and avidenca-bawe

The matend coversd & accurate ard relewant )

The crgumient & penuosive and there e very percepiive slements
The standord of wriling & refined

Mo eror in the use of the specified referencing sestem
Wiall-presented ond crgonlsed in on oppropnote acadamic stle,

R R

C=ood atioinment o all kaming oulcomes
AD=5F Good Pass » Demonstrates cetalled smihess of vared theorafical positians in the
analysis of key Eues in lhe subiect aeo

- Epodismphusls on knowledos and ides that ore ot the forefront of the
[iisd =] 1p

Good consideration of the literature ond evidence-bose that

develops from recammencked readin

The mateda coverad & accurcle and relaswan

The crgument & e osive

The standord ol wriling & rafined

Mo eran in the use of fre specilied relersncing setam

Wigl-presanted ond orgonbied in on epprogpriote coodamic stie,

-
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Adequote atfalnment of ol leaming cufcomeas

Dernonstrates a limited, but sufficient, synthesis of vared theoretfical
poagtions in the analysis of key Ewues inthe subject area

» Some emphoss on knowledge and ideas thaf ore at the forefront of the
disipirge

Sufficiant considaration of the literature and evidence-boase. but little
considerafion beyond recommended raadings

The matedal coverad is mosily cocurate and relevant

The: arguenent 15 strakahtforsand and redlatheely clear

» Thea standard of writing is weall claar arnd readable, with some scohisficated

phrasing
Mo emrors in the use of the spacified referencing system
» Wel-prasented and organised in an appropriate academic style.

50-59 Poss

-

L

& MO @mon in he use ol he Specifi&{ﬂ rerere-u:iﬁg:; 51-'31E|"|"‘|

» Weal-prasented and organised in an appropriate acadamic style.

& maets most, Mgy SUTComEs

40-4% Meeads some » Demonsirafes limited synthesis of vored theorefical positions in the analysis of
improvement ke igsUes in the subiect ansa

= Less than expecied emphasis on knowledge ond ideas that are af fhe
forafront of tha disciplime

# Basic corsideration of the terature and evidence-basea, but
restricted to recommended readings

& Some inaccuracias or imslevant matenak that sugoest confusion and
misundarstanding

» The argumnent |s relatively clear, alfhough some elements are difficult to
urndaersiand

# The shandard of writing is well claor and readable, but overly simplistic

- MI_IIr'n:T;rmrs In the use of the specified referencing system. but meets key
principles

» Wel-presented and organised In an appropriote acodemic style,

= Approxmately Ralf the l2armeng oculcome:s are met

30-39 Meads major | = Demornstrates very ite syrthesis of vored theoretical positions in the

imprﬂ\femen[ analysis of key issues in the subject ansa

» Litfle emphaoss on knowledge and ideas that are ot the forefront of the
discipling

+ hinor consideration of the literoture ond evidence-tase, with
inodequate use of recommended reading ond no exploration outside
Frwcat

» Some materials is accurate. but the amouwnt of inoccurate or imelevant
maternals indicates irsuficient understanding of key concepts

+« The argument s paoy defined and defended

The standard of writing is mastly clear and reodoble

Some emors in the use of tha specified referencing system, but meets key

principles

« Genarally, well presented and organised, but does not always conform
to conventions of ocodemic presantation.

- .
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