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Instructions
1. Purpose. The template provides structure and guidance for Capella University learners who enrolled in the School of Business, Technology, and Health Care Administration’s Doctor of Information Technology capstone program and began on or after January 1, 2022, or those learners who changed from dissertation to a capstone project. This template may require updates as program requirements change. You will be notified by the DIT Program Director or Assistant Program Director when a new template is released. Required content pieces may vary by learner, depending upon their specific topic/project plan. Consult with your instructor/mentor/chair about potential changes if you think this pertains to you. 
2. Rubrics. Please see the DIT Capstone Template Guide on Campus to review the rubrics which will be used to grade your work. Further, the guide includes suggested content for each section. Not all studies will exactly fit into the template guide suggested content, so work with your instructor/mentor/chair/committee to ensure your project is designed appropriately for the techniques and process you have utilized.
3. Style note. This template uses APA including those noted in the  Doctoral Publications Guidebook. Note this template has an executive summary, not an abstract. Include only sections and levels 1 and 2 headings in the ToC. 
DELETE ALL INSTRUCTIONS PRIOR TO SUBMISSION FOR REVIEW.

Executive Summary
Write a one to two page executive summary (ES) of your project here. Write this before submitting for milestone 4. Explain the problem, purpose, method, population, results of your project, and implications or practical uses of the project. Unlike an APA abstract, the ES provides a high-level project description for key-stakeholders, such as a CEO, COO, or other executive. Use paragraphs, clear statements, and precise language. Start with an introduction (brief). Then using the headings as shown below, provide the following:
Problem
Purpose
Method
Population
Results
Implications/Uses





	

DELETE THESE INSTRUCTIONS PRIOR TO SUBMISSION FOR ANY REVIEW.
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Dedication
This page is optional. The dedication is the writer’s personal acknowledgment indicating his or her appreciation and respect for significant individuals in the writer’s life. The dedication is personal; thus, any individuals named are frequently unrelated to the topic of the manuscript. 
Typically, the learner dedicates the work to the one or two individuals who instilled in the learner the value of education and the drive to succeed in educational pursuits. Learners often dedicate manuscripts to relatives, immediate family, or significant individuals who have supported them or played a role in their lives. 
DELETE ALL INSTRUCTIONS PRIOR TO SUBMITTING FOR REVIEW.
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The acknowledgments differ from the dedication in one significant way: The acknowledgements recognize individuals who have supported the writer’s scholarly efforts as they relate to the doctoral manuscript or who have held a role in the writer’s academic career as it relates to the research of the manuscript. This might mean your mentor and committee members, doctoral advisor, online or colloquia faculty, and other support people from Capella or other organizations. If you received financial support from fellowships, grants, or other organizational support, it should be noted in this section.
DELETE ALL INSTRUCTIONS PRIOR TO SUBMITTING FOR REVIEW.
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Table 1
Example of a Capella APA Table
	Items
	Counts

	Item 1

Item 2

Item 3

	4

6

21


Note. This general note describes some important items in this table. Delete this before using the template.
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Note. This figure is open sourced and may be used by others, without permission. Typically, this note would include the copyright and permissions information for a figure, unless created by the research author, in which case, the note should state that the work was research author created. See APA 7.0, Rule 7.7 (p. 198) and all other pertinent rules for instructions on how to attribute unoriginal, copied figures. Delete this before using the template.
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Please include all instruments, permissions, and other important documentation here [as determined by your instructor, mentor, or committee members] until final Dean review, at which time they should be removed. Learner-created interview protocols, surveys, or other original documentation should remain for Dean review and final submission.
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PUBLISHING AGREEMENT
This Agreement is between the author (Author) and Capella University. Under this Agreement, in consideration for the opportunity to have his/her capstone project published on a Capella website, Author grants Capella certain rights to preserve, archive and publish the Author’s doctoral capstone (the Work), abstract, and index terms.
[bookmark: _License_for_Inclusion]License for Inclusion in Capella Websites and Publications
Grant of Rights. Author hereby grants to Capella the non-exclusive, royalty-free, irrevocable worldwide right to reproduce, distribute, display and transmit the Work (in whole or in part) in such tangible and electronic formats as may be in existence now or developed in the future.  Such forms include, but are not limited to, Capella University websites, where the Work may be made available for free download.   Author further grants to Capella the right to include the abstract, bibliography and other metadata in Capella University’s doctoral capstone repository and any successor or related index and/or finding products or services.   The rights granted by Author automatically include (1) the right to allow for distribution of the Work, in whole or in part, by agents and distributors, and (2) the right to make the Abstract, bibliographic data and any meta data associated with the Work available to search engines.

Removal of Work from the Program. Capella may elect not to distribute the Work if it believes that all necessary rights of third parties have not been secured.  In addition, if Author's degree is rescinded or found to be in violation of Capella University’s Research Misconduct Policy or other University policies, Capella may expunge the Work from publication.  Capella may also elect not to distribute the work in a manner supported by other Capella University policies.  

[bookmark: Section_II-A._Rights_pursuant_to_Traditi]Rights Verification. Author represents and warrants that Author is the copyright holder of the Work and has obtained all necessary rights to permit Capella to reproduce and distribute third party materials contained in any part of the Work, including all necessary licenses for any non-public, third party software necessary to access, display, and run or print the Work. Author is solely responsible and will indemnify and defend Capella for any third party claims related to the Work as submitted for publication, including but not limited to claims alleging the Work violates a third party’s intellectual property rights.  




[bookmark: _Toc118013604]STATEMENT OF ORIGINAL WORK
Capella University’s Academic Honesty Policy (3.01.01) holds learners accountable for the integrity of work they submit, which includes but is not limited to discussion postings, assignments, comprehensive exams, and the dissertation or capstone project.
 
Established in the Policy are the expectations for original work, rationale for the policy, definition of terms that pertain to academic honesty and original work, and disciplinary consequences of academic dishonesty. Also stated in the Policy is the expectation that learners will follow APA rules for citing another person’s ideas or works.

The following standards for original work and definition of plagiarism are discussed in the Policy:

Learners are expected to be the sole authors of their work and to acknowledge the authorship of others’ work through proper citation and reference. Use of another person’s ideas, including another learner’s, without proper reference or citation constitutes plagiarism and academic dishonesty and is prohibited conduct. (p. 1)
Plagiarism is one example of academic dishonesty. Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own. Plagiarism also includes copying verbatim or rephrasing ideas without properly acknowledging the source by author, date, and publication medium. (p. 2) 
Capella University’s Research Misconduct Policy (3.03.06) holds learners accountable for research integrity. What constitutes research misconduct is discussed in the Policy:
Research misconduct includes but is not limited to falsification, fabrication, plagiarism, misappropriation, or other practices that seriously deviate from those that are commonly accepted within the academic community for proposing, conducting, or reviewing research, or in reporting research results. (p. 1)
Learners failing to abide by these policies are subject to consequences, including but not limited to dismissal or revocation of the degree. 
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