





























Q5. Discuss in brief Locke’s political theory.

Ans. John Locke (1632-1704) 1s recogmzed as a captivating persona in the history of political
philosophy whose intelligence of exposition and scale of scholarly activity had profound influence on
the development of political thought John Locke was an English philosopher and physician,
generally regarded as one of the most persuasive of Enlightenment intellectuals and usually
identified as the "Father of Liberalism” It can be said that liberalism as a political thought 1itiated
with John Locke No political thinker had influenced political theorizing on two different countries in
two different continents as Locke did He was the controlling and spiritual predecessor of the 18th
century enlightenment period, particularly for philosopher like Rousseau and Voltaire He was
accredited as the originator of modern empiricism with Hume, ]S Mill, Russel as its exponents He 1s
equally important to social contract theory His work greatly impacted the development of
epistemology and political thunking His writings influenced Voltaire and Rousseau, many Scottish
Enlightenment thinkers, as well as the American insurgents His contributions to classical
republicanism and liberal theory are echoed 1n the United States Declaration of Independence

Locke anticipated a deep-seated conception of political philosophy construed from the principle of
self-ownership and the corollary night to own property, which in turn 1s based on his famous
assertion that a man earns ownershup over a resource when he muxes hus labour with 1t He argued
that government should be limuted to securing the life and property of its ctizens, and 1s only
necessary because 1n an 1deal, anarchic state of nature, various problems rise that would make life
more uncertain than under the protection of a murumal state Locke 15 also renowned for his writings
on toleration 1n whuch he adopted the right to freedom of conscience and religion, and for hus forceful
criticism of hereditary monarchy and patriarchalism After hus death, hus mature political philosophy
leant support to the British Whug party and 1ts principles, to the Age of Enlightenment, and to the
development of the separation of the State and Church in the American Constitution as well as to the
rise of human rights theories in the Twentieth Century

It 1s well 1dentified that Locke exercised a deep influence on political phulosophy, 1n particular on
modern liberalism Michael Zuckert has contended that Locke launched liberalism by moderating
Hobbesian absolutism and evidently separating the monarchies of Church and State He had a strong
influence on Voltaire who called hum "le sage Locke” His arguments concerning liberty and the social
contract later influenced the written works of Alexander Harrulton, James Madison, Thomas Jefferson,
and other Founding Fathers of the Uruted States But Locke's influence may have been even more
reflecive 1n the realm of epistemology Locke redefined subjectivity, or self, and intellectual
historians such as Charles Taylor and Jerrold Seigel argue that Locke's An Essay Concerning Human
Understanding (1690) marks the commencement of the modern Western conception of the self

For Locke, all knowledge comes exclusively through experience Locke's theory of mund 1s often
mentioned as the basis of modern 1deas of identity and the self, figuring conspicuously in the work of
later philosophers such as Hume, Rousseau, and Kant Locke was the first to define the self through a
continuity of consciousness He assumed that, at birth, the mund was a blank slate or tabula rasa
Conflicting to Cartesian philosophy based on pre-existing concepts, he sustained that people are born
without innate 1deas, and that knowledge 15 instead determuned only by experience derived from
sense perception He argued that humans fill with 1deas as they experience the world through the five
senses Locke described knowledge as the connection and agreement, or disagreement and
repugnancy, of the 1deas humans form This description clearly indicates that our knowledge does not
extend beyond the scope of human ideas In fact, it would mean that our knowledge 1s even narrower
than this description implies, because the connection between most simple human 1deas 1s unknown
Because 1deas are limuted by experience, and we cannot possibly experience everything that exists in
the world, our knowledge 1s further compromused Nevertheless, Locke proclaimed that though our
knowledge 15 necessarily limuited 1n these ways, we can still be certain of some things For example,
we have an intuitive and immediate knowledge of our own existence, even if we are unaware of the
metaphysical essence of our souls We also have a demonstrative knowledge of God's existence,
though our understanding cannot fully comprehend who or what he 1s We know other things
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