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Foreword  

Feminist Quandaries on Gender and 

Violence: Agency, Universality, and 

Human Security

Charlotte Bunch

The chapters in this book, Violence and Gender in the Globalized World: The Intimate 
and the Extimate��UHÀHFW�ERWK�WKH�LQFUHGLEOH�SURJUHVV�LQ�DQG�WKH�HQRUPRXV�FKDOOHQJHV�
to addressing gender-based violence in the world today. These discussions of gender 

and violence illuminate the complexities of some of the key debates and dilemmas 

in feminist theory—the relationship between the universal and the particular, and 

between women’s agency and victimization. And the silences point to areas where 

more work is needed, such as a feminist approach to global and human security.

The issue of gender-based violence demonstrates the importance of both women’s 

agency and the extent of their victimization historically. Women activists have 

placed violence against women squarely on the local, national, and global agendas of 

governments and civil society over the past four decades. This illustrates women’s power 

to describe and name our realities as the basis of changing how those are perceived. But 

this work has also been done in an area where women are seriously victimized, tortured, 

terrorized, enslaved, and killed. Thus addressing gender and violence requires moving 

beyond the dualism of seeing women as either victims or agents to understanding the 

dynamic tension between both these dimensions of women’s lives.

In looking at the complex interactions between violence and gender explicated 

in this volume, it is important to remember that thinking of violence against women 

and of gender-based violence as categories that include many different forms of 

YLROHQFH�LV�UHODWLYHO\�QHZ��'LIIHUHQW�VSHFL¿F�W\SHV�RI�YLROHQFH�WKDW�ZRPHQ�VXIIHU�
KDYH��RI�FRXUVH��EHHQ�DGGUHVVHG�LQ�WKH�SDVW��KRZHYHU��DV�D�EURDG�LVVXH�UHÀHFWLQJ�
male–female power dynamics and gender constructions that should be altered 

across the globe, this is a new approach resulting from the international interaction 

made possible by global networking among feminists since the 1970s.

Perceiving gender-based violence as something that women have in common, 

even though the forms vary, has made it possible to elevate attention to this issue at 

the global level in terms of visibility, laws, justice, and human rights. Women activists 

from all parts of the globe have brought gender-based violence from the grass roots 

to the global agenda utilizing the UN World Women’s Conferences (1975–1995) 

and the Decade for Women (1975–1985), which brought donor dollars to women’s 

ULJKWV�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKURXJK�GHYHORSPHQW�SODQQLQJ��8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�VXFK�YLROHQFH�
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as a human rights violation that was the responsibility of states and the international 

community to punish and prevent only came in the 1990s with women’s global 

organizing. The World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna in 1993 became 

the milestone of recognition of violence against women as a human rights issue. 

The UN Declaration on Violence against Women and the creation of the post of 

UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, Its Causes and Consequences, 

that followed soon after, were essential building blocks in this understanding. In the 

short span of 15 years, the standard setting and development of international norms 

on gender-based violence has been nothing short of remarkable, including among 

others the integration of gender into the UN Human Rights bodies on torture, the 

UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�UDSH�DV�D�WRRO�RI�ZDU�DQG�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�JHQGHU�EDVHG�SHUVHFXWLRQ�
incorporated into the statutes of the International Criminal Court.

There has been a steady growth in the integration of a gender perspective into 

much human rights work, and in the use of International Human Rights law and 

instruments by women’s groups globally. National laws in some 90 countries now 

DGGUHVV�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�VSHFL¿FDOO\��DQG�PDQ\�VSHOO�RXW�RWKHU�VSHFL¿F�IRUPV�RI�
violence as well. The UN Secretary General’s Study on violence against women 

in 2006 and the World Health Organization’s multi-country study on women’s 

health and interpersonal violence in 2005 illustrate how far this issue has moved 

globally. These studies establish standards on what data is needed and the state’s 

responsibility for this issue.

Why does this history matter? Because a volume like this would not have been 

possible without it. And this volume, by explicating some of the challenges and 

complexity of looking at gender and violence, contributes to the next critical stage 

of working toward implementing these universal norms and standards that call for 

an end to gender-based violence.

Challenges

While the international recognition of gender-based violence and the evolution of 

human rights standards to address it have expanded rapidly in the past two decades, 

there is, nevertheless, no discernable decline in the occurrence of such violence or 

women’s insecurity resulting from it. The greatest challenge therefore is the persistence, 

multiplicity, and ever-growing number of forms of such violence in daily life. As the 

2006 UN Secretary General’s study on violence against women reveals, governments 

are failing their responsibility and due diligence to address this issue. There is a serious 

lack of real resources or political will committed to this issue—including a lack of 

services, of justice system mechanisms, and of attention to data to measure effectively 

the problem or the impact of practices that seek to diminish it.1

18QLWHG�1DWLRQV��³,Q�'HSWK�6WXG\�RQ�$OO�)RUPV�RI�9LROHQFH�DJDLQVW�:RPHQ��5HSRUW�
of the Secretary General” (October 9, 2006). <http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/

N06/419/74/PDF/N0641974.pdf?OpenElement>.
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The UN calls for an end to impunity for violence against women in the formal 

legal system, and this is crucial. But impunity is also about the informal sectors of 

family and community—the culture of impunity for gender-based violence is almost 

XQLYHUVDO��0RVW� SHUSHWUDWRUV� HYHU\ZKHUH� H[SHFW� DQG� FRXQW� XSRQ� ³JHWWLQJ� DZD\�
with it”—not only legally, but especially in the eyes of the community. Violence 

thus persists because of cultural acceptance and fears of confronting perpetrators. 

Most cultures still tolerate violence against women in both contemporary as well 

DV�WUDGLWLRQDO�IRUPV��&XOWXUDO�YLROHQFH�LV�QRW�VRPH�PDUJLQDOL]HG��H[RWLF�³FXOWXUDO�
practice” that takes place somewhere else. It is the culturally embedded practice 

and assumption of domination over women in virtually all societies, and the 

general acceptance of violence as a means of maintaining that control, even of 

GHIHQGLQJ� RQH¶V�PDVFXOLQLW\��5DWKHU� WKDQ� ODEHO� VRPH� SUDFWLFHV� DV� ³FXOWXUDO� DQG�
traditional” forms of violence, we need to understand that all violence against 

women is supported by cultural attitudes, at least as long as the culture—one’s 

family, community, friends, colleagues, and religion—generally accepts it. This 

is the real cultural challenge of violence against women. Consequently, myths 

about culture and human rights also need challenging—all human rights work 

LQYROYHV�FKDQJLQJ�FXOWXUH�DQG�PXVW�EH�VKDSHG�E\�WKH�VSHFL¿FLWLHV�RI�HDFK�FXOWXUH�
to be effective in doing so. Thus, respect for and attention to diversity and the 

universality of human rights are not opposites, but two parts of a dynamic that 

must be made mutually reinforcing in their claims.

To understand gender and violence also requires understanding the dynamic 

relationship between universality and diversity. Violence again women is one 

of the most common experiences of women, but it can only be understood and 

combated by seeing it in all its diversity. Violence is always particular in that it is 

shaped by the intersection of race, ethnicity, class, sexual orientation, age, physical 

ability, culture, or other factors with gender in any given time and place. Thus, the 

naming of various forms of violence and their different convergences with gender 

and other factors is crucial to making broad claims about violence truly universal 

in their application to all, as well as to shaping varying strategies to end it in 

differing contexts. The chapters in Violence and Gender in the Globalized World: 
The Intimate and the Extimate provide grounding for this work.2 Their impetus is 

close to one important strategy in work on gender-based violence over the past few 

years: to describe violence against women in the context of other global forces that 

are obstacles to women’s security and development, such as the rise of religious 

2$QRWKHU� FUHDWLYH� H[DPSOH� LV� WKH� &RPSDQLRQ� 5HSRUW� ³Mairin Iwanka Raya: 

Indigenous Women Stand against Violence,” issued by FIMI (Foro Internacional de 
Mujeres Indigenas), an international indigenous women’s network, on the occasion of 

the UN Secretary General’s study. The Companion Report outlines the particular ways in 

which indigenous women experience various forms of violence. See Foro Internacional 
de Mujeres Indigenas��³Mairin Iwanka Raya: Indigenous Women Stand against Violence” 

(2006) <http://www.indigenouswomensforum.org/vaiwreport06.pdf> and Yifat Susskind’s 

chapter in this volume.
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fundamentalisms, the inequity of resources resulting from globalization, poverty, 

and HIV/AIDS. This strategy seeks to position work on violence, not in isolation, 

but as part of other programs and policies. For example, HIV/AIDS programming 

requires an understanding of questions about gender-based violence that need 

to be asked in local health clinics and a sensitive approach to implications and 

dangers of violence against women in disclosure policies for AIDS testing, and 

similar activities.

An area that needs more global attention, however, is the link between gender-

based violence and human security. The concept of human security provides an 

alternative framework to traditional concepts of national security and it approaches 

security in an integrated way; it views peace, security, equality, human rights, 

and development as interrelated. This broad framework puts an emphasis on both 

protection and empowerment, seeing victimization and agency as two parts of 

reality, each of which needs to be addressed—often simultaneously. Looking at 

GH¿QLWLRQV�RI�KXPDQ�VHFXULW\��RQH�FDQ�¿QG�QR�EHWWHU�SDUDGLJP�IRU�KXPDQ�LQVHFXULW\�
than violence against women, which directly and indirectly affects a vast number 

of people. The UN Human Security Commission report, for example, emphasizes 

WKDW�³YLROHQFH�XQVHDWV�SHRSOH¶V�VHFXULW\�´3 If you add the fear of violence and lack 

of control over sex to many women’s inability to control when they will become 

pregnant, you have a very solid core of human insecurity surrounding issues of 

women’s bodies.

Furthermore, it needs to be understood that violence against women is not only 

an important human security issue in its own right, but also that it is connected 

to the perpetuation of other forms of domination and insecurity in the world. The 

way that violence against women in the family is normalized is a key component 

to creating a culture that accepts the violence of war, militarism, and other forms 

RI�GRPLQDWLRQ�DQG�FRQÀLFW��1RW�RQO\�LV�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�ZRPHQ�H[DFHUEDWHG�E\�
ZDU�DQG�FRQÀLFW��EXW�DOVR�WKDW�YLROHQFH�LV�SDUW�RI�ZKDW�SHUSHWXDWHV�ZDU�DQG�FRQÀLFW��
it feeds acceptance of violence as an inevitable and normal means of dealing 

with differences.

The climate of impunity for violence against women that persists in most 

societies feeds the culture of impunity towards violence more generally. Such 

D� FXOWXUH� LV� UHÀHFWHG� LQ� PDQ\� RI� WKH� SUREOHPV� DGGUHVVHG� E\� WKH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
community—men demanding sex for food in refugee camps, for example, which 

has implicated men of all cultures. It also reinforces at the gut level that violence 

wins and domination succeeds, whether at home or in wars. A disturbing sign of 

this cultural prevalence in the U.S. is the growing number of girls involved in 

violent acts because they read society’s message that to be empowered and avoid 

being victims, they must be violent. Addressing violence at the heart of society, in 

our families and daily life, is a critical part of laying out the conditions for human 

security for all—an alternative to the nationalist, military-based security that is 

3&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�+XPDQ�6HFXULW\��³+XPDQ�6HFXULW\�1RZ´�������������KWWS���ZZZ�
KXPDQVHFXULW\�FKV�RUJ�¿QDOUHSRUW�(QJOLVK�)LQDO5HSRUW�SGI!�
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IXHOLQJ�VR�PDQ\�FRQÀLFWV�DQG�SUREOHPV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�WRGD\��7KLV�ERRN�DGGV�WR�WKH�
knowledge needed to advance this urgent work.

References

&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�+XPDQ�6HFXULW\��³7KH�)LQDO�5HSRUW�RI�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�+XPDQ�
Security: Human Security—Now.” 2003. < http://www.humansecurity-chs.

RUJ�¿QDOUHSRUW�(QJOLVK�)LQDO5HSRUW�SGI!�
&RRPDUDVZDP\�� 5DGKLND�� ³$UH�:RPHQ¶V� 5LJKWV� 8QLYHUVDO"� 5H�(QJDJLQJ� WKH�

Local.” Meridians 3, No. 1 (2002): 1–18.

(UW�UN�� <DNLQ�� ³,QWHUVHFWLRQV� EHWZHHQ� &XOWXUH� DQG� 9LROHQFH� DJDLQVW� :RPHQ��
Report of the Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, Its Causes and 

Consequences.” 2007. <http://www.crin.org/docs/SRVAW_07.pdf>.

Foro Internacional de Mujeres Indigenas�� ³Mairin Iwanka Raya: Indigenous 

Women Stand against Violence.” <http://www.indigenouswomensforum.org/

vaiwreport06.pdf>.

8QLWHG� 1DWLRQV�� ³,Q�'HSWK� 6WXG\� RQ� $OO� )RUPV� RI� 9LROHQFH� DJDLQVW� :RPHQ��
Report of the Secretary General.” October 9, 2006. <http://daccessdds.un.org/

doc/UNDOC/GEN/N06/419/74/PDF/N0641974.pdf?OpenElement>.



Part II  

Enclosures and Exposures

Fashioning a healthy mixture of activist and scholarly accounts, this section 

contains a series of revelatory “exposures” of diverse manifestations of gender 

violence (physical, representational, situational, and others) in the contexts 

RI� YLROHQW� FRQÀLFW� DQG� LWV� DIWHUPDWK�� 7KH� DXWKRUV� SD\� VSHFL¿F� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� WKH�
SRVVLELOLWLHV�RI�ORFDO�DQG�JOREDO�UHGUHVVLQJ�RI�WKHVH�LVVXHV�

In the opening chapter, rose Shomali Musleh, General Director of the 

:RPHQ¶V�$IIDLUV�7HFKQLFDO�&RPPLWWHH��3DOHVWLQH�� UHÀHFWV�RQ� WKH�PXOWLSOH� WDVNV�
of the Palestinian women’s movement in the socio-political, legal, economic, 

DQG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�FRQWH[W�RI�3DOHVWLQH� WRGD\��6KRPDOL�KLJKOLJKWV� WKH� LVVXHV� WKDW�
immediately affect and complicate Palestinian women’s rights: Israeli surveillance 

DQG�FRQWURO�PHFKDQLVPV�LQ�WKH�:HVW�%DQN��YDULDEOHV�RI�OHJLVODWLRQ��DQG�H[WHULRU�
DQG� LQWHULRU� SROLWLFDO� G\QDPLFV�� 7KH� HIIHFWV� RI� FRQÀLFW� RQ� HYHU\GD\� OLYHV� DQG�
gender relations are also the topic of Meredeth turshen’s chapter, where she 

examines the hybrid experiences of algerian adolescents in their positions as both 

YLFWLPV� DQG� SHUSHWUDWRUV� RI� YLROHQFH� LQ� WKH�$OJHULDQ� FLYLO�ZDU��+HU� SHQHWUDWLQJ�
analysis of algerian society during the civil war and its aftermath discloses how 

the rebel GIa army’s employment of or appeal to male adolescents shifted gender 

UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�$OJHULDQ�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ��SROLWLFDOO\�DV�ZHOO�DV�GRPHVWLFDOO\��
7KH�DFWLYLVW��GLVVLGHQW��DQG�VFKRODU�6YHWODQD�6ODSãDN�PRYHV�EH\RQG�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�RI�FRQÀLFW�UHODWHG�FULPHV�WR�SUREH�WKH�GLVFXUVLYH�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�RI�
ZRPHQ��E\�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�DOLNH��DQG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�KHJHPRQLF�FRQFHUQV�
RI� FRQÀLFW� VLWXDWLRQV� FDQ� PLWLJDWH� WKH� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ� RI� IHPLQLVP� LQ� D� QDWLRQ��
6ODSãDN¶V�WH[W�OLNHQV�WKH�UDSLG�LQFUHDVH�LQ�PLVRJ\QLVW�GLVFRXUVH�GXULQJ�WKH�FRQÀLFW�
in the former Yugoslavia to a post-festum�UHOXFWDQFH�WR�WDNH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�ZDU�
FULPHV��)LQDOO\��WKH�UHOHYDQFH�RI�'UXFLOOD�&RUQHOO¶V�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�WKH�OHJLVODWLYH�
determinants of post-apartheid society in South africa to exploring violence and 

JHQGHU� LV� UHYHDOHG� LQGLUHFWO\��%DVLQJ�KHU� LQVLJKWV�RQ�KHU�DFWLYLVW�DQG� WKHRUHWLFDO�
ZRUN� RQ� WKH� Ubuntu project, Cornell argues that the traditional, community-

oriented Ubuntu law, even though rooted in patriarchal systems of thought and 

practice, holds potential for a new, indigenous constitutional legislation in South 

$IULFD��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�&RUQHOO��DQ�Ubuntu�LQIRUPHG�OHJLVODWLRQ�PD\�LQÀXHQFH�WKH�
status and experience of both men and women in South africa, but may also 

generate a wider corrective to the Western philosophy of jurisprudence and offer 

UHVSRQVHV�WR�ORFDO�DQG�JOREDO�TXHVWLRQV�RI�GLJQLW\�DQG�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�



Chapter 4  

People behind Walls, Women behind 

Walls: Reading Violence against Women 

in Palestine

Rose Shomali Musleh

This chapter presents an account of the efforts by the Palestinian women’s 

movement to advocate for greater sensitivity to gender differences in new civil 

legislation, particularly laws that affect women’s lives, such as the penal code 

and the family law.1 It also deals with the effects of the barriers erected within the 

region and the fragmentation of the land by Israeli policies, and how women have 

coped with both. After introducing the background and the current socio-political, 

legal, economic, and human rights contexts of Palestinians, this analysis will 

address the constant violation of Palestinian women’s human rights; this violation 

is contingent upon the Israeli occupation, but is also a by-product of the divergent 

legal contexts in various areas where Palestinian women live, in particular of the 

non-existence of a coherent family law that can be unequivocally applied to all 

Palestinian women regardless of their religion or sect.

Historical Overview and the Role of the Women’s Movement in Building 
the State

The fact that the Palestinian women’s movement today is by necessity deeply 

linked to the political context of Palestine gives it a different nature than that of 

many other women’s movements in the world. This is not surprising: the existential 

struggle in which the Palestinian people have been engaged over the past century 

has shaped the character of the women’s movement in Palestine.

As early as 1921, Palestinian women participated in the struggle for 

independence against the British Mandate and, afterwards, the Zionist colonization. 

7KH�HYHQWV�OHDGLQJ�XS�WR������DQG�WKH�RI¿FLDO�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�WKH�VWDWH�RI�,VUDHO�
left a lasting impact on all Palestinians, especially on rural women who bore the 

brunt of displacement from their villages and carried the tremendous burdens 

17KH�$XWKRU�DQG�WKH�(GLWRUV�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�%DUEDUD�/RXWRQ��3URJUDPPH�$GYLVRU��
The Women’s Affairs Technical Committee, Palestine, for her work on the early drafts of 

this chapter and her help with the gathering and organization of the material for the chapter. 
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and responsibilities of their suddenly uprooted families. The expulsion of more 

than 750,000 Palestinians from their homes into exile in 1948, an event called 

the “nakba” (disaster), changed the methods of building the national women’s 

PRYHPHQW� DQG� LQÀXHQFHG� WKH� QDWLRQDO� VWUXJJOH�2 Women began to reorganize 

themselves by prioritizing the development of practical programs to address the 

XUJHQW�QHHGV�RI�UHIXJHHV��7KH�ZRPHQ¶V�PRYHPHQW�KDV�EHHQ�PDUNHGO\�LQÀXHQFHG�
by one additional event, the division of Palestine into three areas: Israel, the West 

Bank, and the Gaza Strip. Palestinians who remained in the West Bank and Gaza 

Strip have been subject to three different legal and political systems: Israeli, 

-RUGDQLDQ��DQG�(J\SWLDQ��7KH������ZDU��ZKLFK�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�,VUDHOL�RFFXSDWLRQ�
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, displaced another 430,000 Palestinians, some 

internally and most externally to Jordan.3 During this period, women were active in 

defending their homeland: they participated in demonstrations, strikes, and some 

military operations. Some women were arrested by the Israeli government as early 

DV�������DQG�RWKHUV�ZHUH�GHSRUWHG��:KLOH�WKH�QRYHOW\�RI�ZRPHQ�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�
guerilla operations won them attention, the majority of Palestinian women activists, 

HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�DI¿OLDWHG�ZLWK�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�RU�WKH�*HQHUDO�8QLRQ�RI�3DOHVWLQLDQ�
:RPHQ��*83:���ZHUH�HQJDJHG�LQ�FRPPXQLW\�ZRUN��9ROXQWHHULVP�DQG�SRSXODU�
education were given high value in the new atmosphere of national pride. In 1987, 

Palestine again attracted the attention of the world with the Intifada (uprising) 

DJDLQVW� ,VUDHOL� GRPLQDWLRQ�� 7KLV� ¿UVW� ,QWLIDGD� UHVXUUHFWHG� D� VSLULW� RI� FROOHFWLYH�
power, which also spurred rapid development in the women’s movement. To 

consolidate the gains which women had made and to make sure that women were 

not marginalized from prominent leadership roles they had played prior to the 

Intifada, sixteen Palestinian women activists met at the Orient House in Jerusalem 

in November 1991. They demanded the establishment of a technical committee for 

ZRPHQ¶V�DIIDLUV�WKDW�ZRXOG�¿OO�WKH�JHQGHU�JDS�LQ�WKH�SHDFH�QHJRWLDWLRQV�4 In this 

way, the Women’s Affairs Technical Committee (WATC) was established.

With the establishment of the Palestinian National Authority (PA) in 1994, 

many negotiating teams were institutionalized as ministries, but it was not the 

case with the WATC. In the absence of a ministry of women capable of defending 

ZRPHQ¶V�ULJKWV�� WKH�:$7&�VDZ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�KDYLQJ�D�XQL¿HG�ERG\�ZKLFK�
would defend the interests of women, ensuring that their rights are taken into 

account in the draft laws being prepared and that women become partners in nation-

building and decision making as they had been in the struggle for independence.

27KH�81�DQG�WKH�%DGLO�5HVRXUFH�&HQWHU�HVWLPDWHV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�UHIXJHHV�EHWZHHQ�
750,000 and 900,000 during the period 1947–1949. See Survey of Palestinian Refugees and 
Internally Displaced Persons (Jerusalem: Badil Resource Center, 2005), 15.

3,ELG������
47KLV�GHPDQG�IROORZHG�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�VHYHUDO�WHFKQLFDO�FRPPLWWHHV�WR�DVVLVW�

the Palestinian negotiating team in 1991, which included hundreds of Palestinian men 

and only a few women (Siham Barghouthi, a founder of WATC, interview by the author, 

6HSWHPEHU�����������:$7&�$QQXDO�5HSRUW�����������
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Legislative Battles

In December 1994, Palestinian women activists joined together in Jerusalem to 

draft a Women’s Bill of Rights based on human rights laws, the Convention on the 

(OLPLQDWLRQ�RI�$OO�)RUPV�RI�'LVFULPLQDWLRQ�DJDLQVW�:RPHQ��&('$:���DQG�WKH�
Palestinian Declaration of Independence, to demand equal civil, political, social, 

and economic rights for women. The document demanded, among other things, 

that the principles of women’s legal status be incorporated into the Constitution and 

the legislation of the future Palestinian state, and that all forms of discrimination 

and inequality against women be abolished.5

Their demands were complicated by the legal framework governing Palestinians 

at the time. The PA inherited a complicated legal system where Jordanian laws 

JRYHUQHG�WKH�:HVW�%DQN�DQG�(J\SWLDQ�ODZV�JRYHUQHG�WKH�*D]D�6WULS��7KH�3HUVRQDO�
6WDWXV� /DZ� DSSOLHG� LQ�*D]D� GDWHV� EDFN� WR� WKH�2WWRPDQ�(PSLUH�� XVHG� GXULQJ� WKH�
%ULWLVK�PDQGDWH��WKH�ODZ�ZDV�DPHQGHG�GXULQJ�WKH�(J\SWLDQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�*D]D��
RQ�)HEUXDU\�����������DQG�ZDV�WHUPHG�WKH�/DZ�RI�)DPLO\�5LJKWV�� $V�(J\SW�XVHG�WR�
IROORZ�PDLQO\�WKH�6DK¿¶L�VFKRRO��*D]D�IROORZHG�WKH�VDPH��,Q�WKH�:HVW�%DQN��KRZHYHU��
WKH�-RUGDQLDQ�3HUVRQDO�/DZ�QXPEHU����ZDV�HPSOR\HG��%DVHG�RQ�WKH�+DQD¿�VFKRRO��
WKH�ODZ�ZDV�DPHQGHG�RQ�'HFHPEHU����������DQG�ZDV�FDOOHG�WKH�-RUGDQLDQ�/DZ�RI�
)DPLO\�5LJKWV�7 Per the decree of President Yaser Arafat issued in Tunisia on May 

����������WKHVH�WZR�ODZV�ZHUH�WR�EH�XVHG�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�XQWLO�WKH\�FRXOG�EH�XQL¿HG�
0DQ\�ODZV�ZHUH�XQL¿HG�LQ�WKH�3$��EXW��JHQHUDOO\��WKH�UHVXOWV�ZHUH�QRW�JHQGHU�

VHQVLWLYH��7KH�/DZ�RI�)DPLO\�5LJKWV�LQ�WKH�:HVW�%DQN�DQG�WKDW�RI�*D]D�DUH�VWLOO�
QRW�XQL¿HG��ZKLFK�VSOLWV�WKH�FROOHFWLYH�VRFLDO�DJHQF\�RI�3DOHVWLQLDQ�ZRPHQ�LQ�WKRVH�
VSDFHV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�/DZ�RI�)DPLO\�5LJKWV�HIIHFWLYH�LQ�*D]D��WKH�PDULWDO�DJH�
for females should be established by the patriarchal criterion of women’s “physical 

readiness” for marriage, which is considered 9 years of age. In the West Bank, the 

marital age is, instead, based on (again patriarchal) category of women’s “mental 

readiness,” which is set at 17 years of age. In light of that discrepancy, it is not 

VXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�WKH�¿UVW�RUJDQL]HG�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�OHG�E\�WKH�:$7&�LQ������SURWHVWHG�
against the ignoring of the principle of equality, and demanded that all items that 

considered or implied women to be inferior be cancelled. Men demonstrated along 

with women by carrying banners in major Palestinian cities stating: “You will not 

take us back to the age of Hareem.”8 As the demonstrations coincided with the 

5³7KH� -HUXVDOHP� 'HFODUDWLRQ�� 3ULQFLSOHV� RI� :RPHQ¶V� 5LJKWV�´� 8QSXEOLVKHG�
document. Jerusalem, 1994.

�+DVDQ� $OL� $OMRMR�� ³7KH� 3HUVRQDO� 6WDWXV� /DZ� EHWZHHQ� )XQGDPHQWDOLVP� DQG�
Modernism,” Al Ayyam Newspaper��0DUFK����������

7$OWKRXJK� WKH�:HVW�%DQN�ZDV� DOUHDG\� XQGHU� WKH� ,VUDHOL� RFFXSDWLRQ�� WKH� UHOLJLRXV�
Islamic court continued to follow the Jordanian government.

82ULJLQDOO\� UHIHUULQJ� WR� WKH�ZRPHQ�RZQHG�E\�D�VXOWDQ�� WKH� WHUP�³hareem” is now 

used to describe the relationship and the space of this relationship in the family where all 

women who live in one house are protected and controlled by a single man.
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¿UVW�HYHU�3DOHVWLQLDQ� HOHFWLRQV�� WKH� GHPRQVWUDWRUV� FDOOHG� IRU� D� TXRWD� RI� ����RI�
WKH�VHDWV�WR�EH�UHVHUYHG�IRU�ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH�OHJLVODWLYH�FRXQFLO��/LYH�UDGLR�GHEDWHV�
concerning women’s issues followed, along with petitioning and much discussion 

LQ�WKH�PHGLD��DQG�VRPH�RI�WKH�FDQGLGDWHV�UXQQLQJ�IRU�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�/HJLVODWLYH�
&RXQFLO��3/&��PDGH�SURPLVHV�WR�VWDQG�E\�ZRPHQ¶V�HTXDO�ULJKWV��$IWHU�¿YH�PRQWKV�
RI�LQWHQVLYH�DGYRFDF\�ZRUN��IURP�1RYHPEHU�����������XQWLO�0DUFK����������WKH�
0LQLVWU\� RI� ,QWHULRU� DQQRXQFHG� LQ� DQ� RI¿FLDO� OHWWHU� WKDW� PHQ� DQG� ZRPHQ� RYHU�
the age of 18 years would not need the permission of their guardians to obtain 

passports, and that applied to both single and married women.9 This was one of the 

¿UVW�DFKLHYHPHQWV�RI�WKH�:$7&�DGYRFDF\�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�OHJLVODWLRQ��2WKHU�
achievements allowed women to: take driving lessons without bringing along a 

male chaperone; open bank accounts for their children; and obtain Palestinian 

passports in their maiden names.10�)LQDOO\��LQ�������UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�RI�WKH�:$7&��
WKH�*83:��:RPHQ¶V�&HQWHU�IRU�/HJDO�$LG�DQG�&RXQVHOLQJ��:&/&���DQG�RWKHU�
women organizations, asked President Yaser Arafat to issue a decree that would 

raise the marriage age in Gaza. Accordingly, the age of marriage in Gaza was 

UDLVHG�WR������\HDUV��D�FRPSURPLVH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�6KD¿¶L�DQG�WKH�+DQD¿�VFKRROV�11

$QRWKHU�REVWDFOH�WKDW�KLQGHUV�UHDFKLQJ�D�XQL¿HG�SHUVRQDO�VWDWXV�ODZ�LV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�
the Shari’a religious law is applied to Muslims, who are the majority in Palestine, while 

Christians and Samaritans follow their own religious laws and courts.12 Accordingly, 

each religious group has its own communal set of laws that govern and organize their 

familial relationships, such as marriage, divorce, custody, and inheritance. Among 

WKH�&KULVWLDQ�SRSXODWLRQ��WKH�*UHHN�2UWKRGR[�IROORZ�WKH�%\]DQWLQH�ODZ��WKH�/DWLQ�
Catholics adhere to the Roman law, and other communities such as the Armenian 

Orthodox and the Protestants have their own courts. The Samaritans have their own 

system based on their own Bible.13 A study of the martial age in each religious group 

H[HPSOL¿HV�KRZ�GLIIHUHQW�ODZV�DUH�DSSOLHG�GLIIHUHQWO\��7KH�*UHHN�2UWKRGR[�FRQVLGHU�
the marital age 14 years for males and 12 years for females, while marital age for the 

Samaritans for men and women is 17 and 15 years, respectively.14 The differences 

in religious laws and courts lead to various problems in the cases of intermarriages. 

According to the Shari’a, a Christian woman is allowed to get married to a Muslim 

without changing her religion, but she loses her rights in inheritance and custody in 

ௐ9:$7&�$QQXDO�5HSRUW����������
107KH�ODVW�DGYDQFHPHQW�ZDV�QRW�HIIHFWXDWHG�GXH�WR�,VUDHOL�UHTXLUHPHQWV�QRW�WR�FKDQJH�

WKH�QDPH�UHJLVWHUHG�LQ�WKH�,VUDHOL�UHFRUGV��:$7&�$QQXDO�5HSRUW���������DQG���
11+DOHHPD�$EX� 6RXOE�� D� ODZ\HU� DW� :&/&�� LQWHUYLHZ� E\� WKH� DXWKRU�� 5DPDOODK��

September 10, 2007.

126DQD¶�$UDQNL��³$�5HYLHZ�RI�6DPDULWDQ�5HOLJLRXV�/DZ�IURP�D�*HQGHU�3HUVSHFWLYH�´�
unpublished document, WATC, 2004, 3.

136DPDULWDQV�DUH� UHPQDQWV�RI�DQ�ROG�3DOHVWLQLDQ�VHFW� WKDW�FDOO� WKHPVHOYHV� WKH� UHDO�
,VUDHO�DQG�OLYH�LQ�1DEOXV�LQ�WKH�:HVW�%DQN��7KH\�ZHUH�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�RQH�VHDW�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�
3DOHVWLQLDQ�/HJLVODWLYH�&RXQFLO�

14$UDQNL��RS��FLW������
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cases of divorce and death of the spouse. To marry a Muslim woman, a Christian 

man must convert to Islam. A Samaritan woman is not allowed to marry outside 

of her community (even a Samaritan man), whereas a Samaritan man can marry 

Samaritans outside of his community provided the priest approves. While all other 

laws are civil, the family law is still based on various religious interpretations. This 

VLWXDWLRQ�KLQGHUV�QRW�RQO\�WKH�OHJLVODWLRQ�DQG�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�D�XQL¿HG�3DOHVWLQLDQ�
family law, but also the passing of related laws.

,Q�������WKH�:&/&��D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�:$7&��FDPH�XS�ZLWK�D�GDULQJ�LQLWLDWLYH�
NQRZQ� DV� ³7KH� 0RGHO� 3DUOLDPHQW�´� ZKHUH� PRGL¿FDWLRQV� DQG� DPHQGPHQWV� RI�
laws were proposed in public meetings held in several towns in the West Bank 

DQG�*D]D�EHWZHHQ�$XJXVW����������DQG�0DUFK�����������(LJKW\�HLJKW�PHQ�DQG�
women, equally represented, were invited to hold public debates about existing 

laws, especially the family law. This led to a good deal of public debate and media 

attention. A number of mosques were mobilized to attack those in charge of the 

Model Parliament.15 One religious leader, Sheikh Hamed Al Bitawi, accused 

“secular” centers of being instruments of the West mobilized to sabotage “good 

Palestinian culture and traditions.” The women leaders in particular were accused 

of being anti-Islamic and Westernized.�� Islamic leaders claimed that “these 

women want to marry four husbands.”17 In the meantime, the WATC contacted all 

political parties to gain their support for the initiative. Most leftist political parties 

voiced their support for “women’s right to freedom of expression,” and one party 

YRLFHG�LWV�IXOO�VXSSRUW��+RZHYHU��WKH�ELJJHVW�SROLWLFDO�3DUW\��)DWHK��GLG�QRW�WDNH�D�
clear stand, although there were some strong supporters of the Model Parliament 

among its young legislative council members.18

A few weeks after the meetings of the Model Parliament concluded, President 

Arafat formed a committee of male religious leaders and one woman from the 

Islamic Al-Khalas Party, to draft an amendment to the Palestinian family law based 

upon Islamic Shari’a with the age of marriage as 18 years for all.19 This committee 

GUDIWHG� D�SURSRVHG� IDPLO\� ODZ�DQG�ZHQW� WKURXJK� LWV�¿UVW� UHDGLQJ��KRZHYHU�� WKH�
law is still in draft form and it has never been approved. Chief Judge Tayseer Al 

Tamimi prepared another draft with amendments such as rising the marital age 

15$OL�.KDODI��³,Q�D�3DQHO�'LVFXVVLRQ�LQ�$EGDO�1DVLU�0RVTXH�LQ�$O�%LUD�&LW\��-DUUDU�
Warns about the Model Parliament Danger,” Al Hayat al Jadeeda (28 April 1998), 3.

��0XVWDID�$OL� 6DEUL�$O�%LWDZL�� ³7KH� 3DUOLDPHQW� ,V� D� &RQVSLUDF\� DJDLQVW� ,VODP�´�
Alrisaleh Newspaper 44 (March 5, 1998), 5.

17,Q�,VODP��PHQ�FDQ�PDUU\�XS�WR�IRXU�ZRPHQ�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��ZLWK�FRQGLWLRQV�
187KHUH� DUH� OHVVRQV� WR� EH� OHDUQHG� IURP� WKH� H[SHULHQFH� RI� WKH�0RGHO� 3DUOLDPHQW��

)RU� H[DPSOH�� VXFK� DQ� LQLWLDWLYH� VKRXOG� QHYHU� EH� WKH� WDVN� RI� RQH� RU� PRUH� LQGHSHQGHQW�
organizations but, rather, of the whole women’s movement and should be undertaken only 

when the full support of society has been gained. In this particular case, it would have been 

prescient if the whole initiative had started from a reformation of religious laws and had 

FRQFOXGHG�ZLWK�D�FDOO� IRU� D�XQL¿HG��JHQGHU�VHQVLWLYH�3DOHVWLQLDQ� ODZ� IRU�ZRPHQ�� UDLVLQJ�
issues such as the marital age, domestic violence, divorce, and custody one at a time. 

19$EX�6RXOE��RS�FLW�
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or placing conditions on marrying more than one woman, to be presented to the 

3/&��7KH�GUDIW�ZDV�DWWDFNHG�E\�WKH�ULJKW�ZLQJ�LQ�WKH�,VODPLF�PRYHPHQW�DQG�LW�KDV�
QRW�EHHQ�SUHVHQWHG�IRU�GLVFXVVLRQ�DW�WKH�3/&��7KH�ZRPHQ¶V�PRYHPHQW�FRQVLGHUV�
this document a transitional step. A lot of advocacy is still needed towards this 

VWUDWHJLF�JRDO��D�XQL¿HG�FLYLO�IDPLO\�ODZ�
A similar dynamics applies to the penal code. The draft penal code used in the 

:HVW�%DQN�LV�VWLOO�WKH�ROG�-RUGDQLDQ�3HQDO�&RGH�QXPEHU����LVVXHG�LQ�������LQ�*D]D��
WKH�%ULWLVK�PDQGDWH�ODZ�QXPEHU����IRU�WKH�\HDU������LV�VWLOO�EHLQJ�XVHG��,W�LV�ZRUWK�
PHQWLRQLQJ�WKDW�WKH�-RUGDQLDQ�DQG�WKH�(J\SWLDQ�SHQDO�FRGHV�ZHUH�ERWK�DPHQGHG�LQ�
2002 to consider honor killing as a crime; however, in Palestine, the old versions are 

still in use. The Penal Code was reviewed by the Palestinian women’s movement 

and discussed at the level of the civil society where items of discrimination were 

LGHQWL¿HG� DQG� DOWHUQDWLYH� LWHPV� WKDW� DUH� JHQGHU�VHQVLWLYH� ZHUH� SURYLGHG� ZLWK�
MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�IRU�HDFK�FKDQJH��7KH�GRFXPHQW�RI� WKH�3HQDO�&RGH�ZDV�VXEPLWWHG�WR�
WKH�3/&�DV�D�GRFXPHQW�RI�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�LQ�$SULO�������KRZHYHU��LW�ZDV�VKHOYHG�DQG�
it has become invalid. Since the current application does not entail the prevention 

of violence against women, the number of “honor killing” cases has increased.20 

)RU�LQVWDQFH��$UWLFOH�����ZLWK�LWV�WZR�LWHPV�SURYLGHV�D�OHVVHU�VHQWHQFH�WR�D�IDWKHU��
EURWKHU��VRQ��KXVEDQG��RU�RWKHU�UHODWLYHV�JXLOW\�RI�WKLV�FULPH��$OVR��$UWLFOH����RI�WKH�
same law gives parents the right to beat their children as per the norm. This norm’s 

H[FXVH�SURYLGHV�WKH�OHJDO�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�IRU�NLOOLQJ��EHFDXVH�DQ\�SDUHQW�FDQ�FRPPLW�
a crime with impunity per this law. Two cases show the unfairness which women 

VXIIHU�GXH�WR�WKLV�ODZ��$�\RXQJ�JLUO�����\HDUV�ROG��IURP�$EX�4DVK�QHDU�5DPDOODK�
was killed by her mother after she gave birth to a baby, despite the fact that she 

had been raped by her two brothers (19 and 21, respectively); the brothers were 

sentenced for less than 5 years. The second case is from Ramallah where a girl was 

killed by her father because somebody from another religion proposed marriage to 

KHU��,Q�WKH�WZR�FDVHV��WKH�IDWKHU�DQG�WKH�PRWKHU�ZHUH�UHOHDVHG�EDVHG�RQ�$UWLFOH����21

)XUWKHUPRUH�� QR� SROLFLHV� RU� SURFHGXUHV� H[LVW� WR� GHDO�ZLWK� FDVHV� RI� YLROHQFH�
against women; rather, they are considered misdemeanors (junha) and are not 

dealt with seriously. What makes the situation worse is the fact that cases of 

violence against women are sometimes dealt with through tribal legislation, which 

KDV�JURZQ�VWURQJHU�LQ�WKH�ODVW�WKUHH�\HDUV�GXH�WR�VHFXULW\�LQÀDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�DEVHQFH�
of the rule of law. The tribal legislation is not gender-sensitive and its solutions 

are frequently not in the best interest of the woman or the child. Such ideologies 

FRQWUDGLFW�WKH�%DVLF�/DZ�DQG�WKH�'HFODUDWLRQ�RI�,QGHSHQGHQFH�WKDW�VWDWH�WKDW�DOO�
citizens should enjoy equal rights in a democratic system based on social justice, 

equality, and non-discrimination.

20³+RQRU� NLOOLQJ´� LV� D� FULPH�ZKHUHE\� D�ZRPDQ� LV� NLOOHG� EHFDXVH� VKH� LV� DFFXVHG�
or suspected of being engaged in a sexual behavior outside the institution of marriage. 

³+RQRU´�LQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W�UHÀHFWV�WKH�SRZHU�UHODWLRQVKLS�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�DQG�WKH�JHQGHU�EDVHG�
discrimination where a woman has no control over her body. 

21$EX�6RXOE��RS�FLW�
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The third law that affects women concerns the establishment of a quota system 

for women for elected positions. Affecting the women’s possibilities to reach the 

decision-making levels, the issues surrounding this law clearly demonstrate the 

LPSRUWDQFH�RI�OHJLVODWLRQ��8QWLO�WKH�HOHFWLRQV�RI�������QR�ZRPHQ�ZHUH�UHSUHVHQWHG�
LQ�WKH�ORFDO�FRXQFLOV�LQ�*D]D��DQG�RQO\����ZRPHQ�ZHUH�DSSRLQWHG�LQ�WKH�:HVW�%DQN��
%XLOGLQJ� RQ� WKH� H[SHULHQFH� RI� WKH� ����� DSSRLQWPHQW�� LW�ZDV� DVVXPHG� WKDW� RQO\�
a few women would nominate themselves in the 2005 elections. However, 100 

ZRPHQ�QRPLQDWHG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�WKH����ORFDO�FRXQFLOV�LGHQWL¿HG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�SKDVH�
LQ�WKH�:HVW�%DQN��)DFHG�ZLWK�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ��WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH�DJDLQVW�WKH�TXRWD�IHOW�
threatened and started to form alliances to change the law; those who supported the 

TXRWD�VRXJKW�WKH�3/&�VXSSRUW��)RUWXQDWHO\��-DPLOD�6DLGDP�DQG�+DQDQ�$VKUDZL��WZR�
VWURQJ�3/&�PHPEHUV��FKDQJHG�WKHLU�VWDQG�LQ�IDYRU�RI�WKH�TXRWD��DQG�WKLV�EHFDPH�
a turning point in the process of promoting women in decision-making levels. 

$FFRUGLQJO\��RQ�$XJXVW�����������D�����TXRWD�ZDV�LQVWLWXWHG�IRU�ORFDO�FRXQFLOV�DQG�
PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�EDVHG�RQ�/DZ����RI�������ZKLFK�IRUPHG�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKH�URXQGV�WKUHH�
and four of the local council elections which adopted the system of proportional 

representation (national lists). By the end of the round four of the local council 

elections, a dramatic increase in the representation of women in leadership took 

place, demonstrating the crucial role of legislation in promoting women’s political 

participation and protecting their rights. As a result, 512 women became members 

RI�����ORFDO�FRXQFLOV��FRPSDUHG�WR����ZRPHQ�EHIRUH�WKH�HOHFWLRQV��22 Since 2005, 

women have taken a great leap forward in terms of their roles in the regional public 

arenas as they have been elected to leadership positions in almost every village. 

The women’s movement has worked hard to ensure that women members of local 

councils are well trained to prove themselves in their communities.

PLC Elections and Consequences

$V� IRU� WKH� TXRWD� RI�ZRPHQ� LQ� WKH� 3/&�� WKH� EDWWOH�ZDV� GLIIHUHQW� GXH� WR� FKDQJHV�
introduced to the electoral system. The women’s movement advocated for a 

SURSRUWLRQDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�V\VWHP�ZLWK�D�����TXRWD�IRU�ZRPHQ�LQVWHDG�RI�WKH�ROG�
elections system (simple majority) which was excluded to districts and had no quota. 

However, a compromise was reached to combine the old and the new systems. On 

-XQH����������� WKH�3/&�UDWL¿HG�DPHQGPHQWV� WR� WKH�HOHFWLRQV� ODZ� WR� LQFUHDVH� WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�3/&�VHDWV� IURP���� WR�����DQG�LQWURGXFHG�D�PL[HG�HOHFWRUDO�V\VWHP�LQ�
ZKLFK�����RI�VHDWV�ZRXOG�EH�HOHFWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�PDMRULW\�V\VWHP�GLUHFWO\�IURP�WKH�
GLVWULFWV�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�����ZRXOG�EH�HOHFWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�SURSRUWLRQDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�
V\VWHP�OLVWV��ZLWK�D�TXRWD�RI�����RI�WKH�OLVWV¶�VHDWV�WR�ZRPHQ�23 The results of the 

22&HQWUDO� (OHFWLRQV� &RPPLVVLRQ²3DOHVWLQH�� ³(OHFWRUDO� 6\VWHP�/RFDO� (OHFWLRQV�´�
<http://www.elections.ps/template.aspx?id=333>.

23&HQWUDO� (OHFWLRQV� &RPPLVVLRQ²3DOHVWLQH�´� (OHFWRUDO� 6\VWHP�3/&� (OHFWLRQV�´�
�KWWS���ZZZ�HOHFWLRQV�SV�WHPSODWH�DVS["LG ���!�� ³/HJLVODWLRQ�� (OHFWRUDO� /DZV�´� &HQWUDO�
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HOHFWLRQV�RI�-DQXDU\�����������VKRZHG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�D�TXRWD�V\VWHP�LQ�ZRPHQ¶V�
DELOLW\�WR�UHDFK�WKH�3/&��1RW�D�VLQJOH�ZRPDQ�FRXOG�PDNH�LW�DW�WKH�GLVWULFW�OHYHO�LQ�
the absence of a quota. However, it must be mentioned that 17 women succeeded 

WKURXJK�WKH�TXRWD��ZKLFK�LV�������RI�WKH�TXRWD�DOORFDWHG�KDOI�RI�WKH�VHDWV�����VHDWV���
WKLV�LV�D�KLJK�SHUFHQWDJH�FRPSDUHG�WR������RYHUDOO�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�3/&�

$IWHU�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH�HOHFWLRQV�RI�-DQXDU\������ZHUH�RXW��D�GHOHJDWLRQ�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�
WKH�:$7&��*83:�� DQG� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV� RI� KXPDQ� ULJKWV� RUJDQL]DWLRQV�PHW�ZLWK�
WKH�+HDG�RI� WKH�/RFDO�&RXQFLO��'U�$]HH]�'ZHLN��DQG�VXEPLWWHG�D�PHPRUDQGXP�
demanding that the achievements of the women’s movement, especially the quota, 

should not only be maintained but also broadened to include all administrative and 

decision-making levels. In addition, the memorandum emphasized that all laws be 

EDVHG�RQ�SULQFLSOHV�RI�HTXDOLW\�DQG�QRQGLVFULPLQDWLRQ�DV�VSHFL¿HG�LQ�WKH�'HFODUDWLRQ�
RI�,QGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�WKH�%DVLF�/DZ�24�)ROORZLQJ�WKDW�YLVLW��WKH�:$7&�LQYLWHG�WKH�
QHZ�PHPEHUV�RI�DOO�SDUOLDPHQWDU\�ERGLHV�UHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�3/&�WR�WZR�PHHWLQJV��
one in Ramallah and one in Gaza. In both meetings, the expectations of the women’s 

PRYHPHQW�IURP�WKH�QHZ�3/&�ZHUH�YRLFHG�DQG�WKH�GHPDQGV�RI�WKH�3/&�PHPEHUV�
IURP�WKH�ZRPHQ¶V�PRYHPHQWV�ZHUH�LGHQWL¿HG��7ZR�LVVXHV�ZHUH�GH¿QHG�DV�XUJHQW��WR�
H[DPLQH�KRZ�JHQGHU�¿WV�LQ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�DQG�,VODPLF�FXOWXUHV��DQG�KRZ�WR�LQWHJUDWH�
gender in policies, laws, budget, and development. The head of the local council 

SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�PHHWLQJ��EXW�ZDV�XQDEOH�WR�DWWHQG�WKH�VHFRQG�RQH�VLQFH�KH�
ZDV�DUUHVWHG�E\�WKH�,VUDHOL�DUP\��6LQFH�WKHQ��WKH�3/&�KDV�EHHQ�DOPRVW�IUR]HQ�

8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH�3/&�HOHFWLRQV�WKDW�ZHUH�ZRQ�E\�+DPDV�ZHUH�
not well received by the international community. The decision of the international 

community to boycott the results of the Palestinian elections has not only seriously 

undermined democracy, but also affected Palestinian women at a critical moment 

in the women’s movement. With resources suddenly withdrawn, women at local 

councils have been left without the means to deliver on their promises to their 

communities. There are about 120,000 public servants who were not paid due 

WR� WKH�¿QDQFLDO�VLHJH�RQ� WKH�QHZ�JRYHUQPHQW��7KLV�PHDQV� WKDW�DW� OHDVW���������
persons suffered directly, considering that the average minimum size of the family 

among Palestinians is 5. Many families could not afford paying for the services 

and women had to make up for the limitation in income by completing the services 

themselves, which added to their load of work. Many women had to sell their 

personal belongings, move to live with their in-laws, or plant their garden to secure 

food. The situation has been made worse by the increased unemployment, which 

has forced men to stay home. Many women have complained about the additional 

violence that they face resulting from the unemployment of men.25

(OHFWLRQV� &RPPLVVLRQ�� Elections Law No 9 (2005). <http://www.elections.ps/template.

aspx?id=23> (accessed October 15, 2007).

247KH�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�'U�$]HH]�'ZHLN��WRRN�SODFH�LQ�5DPDOODK��3/&�SUHPLVHV��0DUFK�
��������

25&I��$IDI�=LEGD��AlUnf Did AlMara’a in Muhafathet Tulkarem [Violence against 
Women in Tulkarem Governorate] (Ramallah: The Palestinian Working Woman Society for 
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In addition to the international political and economic boycott, Israeli military 

and paramilitary forces abducted a large number of key members of both the 

3DOHVWLQLDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG� WKH�3/&��&RPSRXQGHG�� WKHVH�SROLWLFDO�PRYHV�KDYH�
halted the efforts of the Palestinian women to reform legislation for gender equality. 

In addition, the general strike in the public sector, which included the judiciary 

V\VWHP�LQ�WKH�:HVW�%DQN�DQG�*D]D�GXULQJ������DQG�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�������KDG�D�
negative effect on Palestine’s civil stability and, in particular, on the situation and 

status of women in their communities. The lack of civil security has strengthened 

conservative tribal ideologies, and these have now taken a lead in determining 

the moral framework of Palestinian culture. Some clans have armed themselves 

and have taken over the role of the national authority in their local areas, and 

this has contributed to the increasing civil unrest, making tensions within the 

3DOHVWLQLDQ�VRFLHW\�GLI¿FXOW�WR�FRQWURO��7KH�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�RI�WULEDO�OHJLVODWLRQ�KDV�
also contributed to the increase in violence against women.

)RUHVHHLQJ�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�FODVKHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�GRPLQDQW�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV��
+DPDV� DQG�)DWHK�� WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�ZRPHQ¶V�PRYHPHQW� DGYRFDWHG� WKH� FUHDWLRQ� RI�
a national unity government capable of taking a stand against the civil unrest and 

growing violence against women and demanded a return to the rule of law based 

RQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DQG�GHPRFUDF\�WKURXJKRXW������DQG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�������:LWK�
Hamas taking control of Gaza in June 2007, the geographical separation between 

Gaza and the West Bank has been transformed into a political separation where 

there are essentially two different governments ruling Palestine and none of them 

has full control over the borders surrounding, resources within, or mobility in their 

separate regions. In particular, the deterioration in the Palestinian political situation 

KDV� EURXJKW�PRUH� YLROHQFH� DJDLQVW�ZRPHQ� LQ� WKH�*D]D� 6WULS�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� ¿YH�
cases of “honor killings” took place in Gaza in July 2007,�� which is a huge number 

compared to previous months. This development urged the Coalition for the Penal 

&RGH�� UHSUHVHQWHG� E\� WKH� :$7&�� *83:�� :&/&�� 0LIWDK�� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� :RPHQ�
Studies and Al Haq, to meet on September 19, 2007, to prepare a memorandum to 

be submitted to President Mahmoud Abbas. The memorandum proposes the issue 

of an urgent presidential decree which would cancel the two articles that encourage 

KRQRU�NLOOLQJ������DQG�����DQG�WUHDW�KRQRU�NLOOLQJ�DV�FRPPLWWLQJ�D�PXUGHU�
)LQDOO\�� DOWKRXJK� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� ZRPHQ¶V� PRYHPHQW� KDG� GHIHQGHG� WKH�

democratic choice of the Palestinian people that brought Hamas to power in the 

-DQXDU\������HOHFWLRQV��LW�KDV�SXEOLFO\�UHMHFWHG�WKH�XQGHPRFUDWLF�PHDQV�XVHG�E\�
Hamas in taking control of institutions in the Gaza Strip. The women’s movement 

looks at democracy in its wider applications, beyond the electoral polls, as a 

process that is associated with a human rights perspective, good governance, the 

rule of law, and tolerance of others regardless of their religion, beliefs, and sex, 

DV�VWDWHG�LQ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�%DVLF�/DZ��$W�D�SUHVV�FRQIHUHQFH�RQ�-XO\�����������WKH�

Development, 2005), 30 et passim; translation by the author.

��7KH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�,QGHSHQGHQW�&RPPLVVLRQ�IRU�&LWL]HQ¶V�5LJKWV��5HSRUW�RI�-XO\����
�������ZZZ�SLFFU�RUJ�GPGRFXPHQWV�3,&&5�/DWHVW1HZV�QDVKUHWWDPR]�SGI!�
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Palestinian women’s movement made a statement expressing their concerns over 

the recent activities of Hamas, and the same day they submitted it to the Central 

&RXQFLO�RI�WKH�3/2�LQ�5DPDOODK�27 In their statement, the women called for the 

unity of the Palestinian people and stressed the importance of not allowing for the 

continued geographical separation between the two territories. At this point, the 

Palestinian women’s movement is trying to balance two equally urgent activities: 

an engaged participation in general socio-political issues in Palestinian society 

and the promotion of the concerns of Palestinian women in particular.

Israeli Laws and the Splitting of Families

Although many laws affect Palestinian women’s well-being, the most powerful 

laws that govern their daily lives are, in fact, the Israeli military laws. The 

geographical separation between Gaza and the West Bank prevents any close 

interaction between these two parts of the country. The political distance between 

the Palestinians of the West Bank and Palestinians living on the other side of 

the green line also inhibits communication between them. Many West Bank 

Palestinians have family among the approximately 1.5 million Palestinians living 

behind the “green line.”28� )DPLO\�PHPEHUV� FDQQRW� YLVLW� WKHLU� UHODWLYHV� LQ� ,VUDHO�
and technically Palestinians in Israel are not allowed to enter Gaza or the urban 

centers of the West Bank. The situation becomes more complicated in cases of 

marriage between Palestinians on the different sides of the green line. In 2003, the 

,VUDHOL�3DUOLDPHQW�SDVVHG�WKH�&LWL]HQVKLS�DQG�(QWU\�ODZ�EDQQLQJ�3DOHVWLQLDQV�IURP�
the Occupied Palestinain Territories (OPT) from living in Israel with Palestinian 

VSRXVHV�ZKR� KDYH� ,VUDHOL� ,GV� RU� LQ� RFFXSLHG� (DVW� -HUXVDOHP�� ,Q� WKH�237�� ³WKH�
policy is implemented without reference to any law,” which has caused some 

Palestinians with foreign spouses to leave the OPT in order to enjoy a normal 

family life. In addition, Palestinian Jerusalemites would lose their residency and 

their right to ever live in Jerusalem again if they were to move out of the city. If 

they move, “[they] are considered non-residents by the Israeli authorities and are 

denied the right to re-enter Jerusalem.”29

Israel’s recent policies pose a particular threat to thousands of Jerusalemite women 

married to men from Gaza and the West Bank. If they were to visit their families in 

Jerusalem, they would be forced to surrender their Jerusalemite documents to the 

276HH�1DL¶OD�.KDOLO��³*83:�DQG�WKH�:RPHQ�2UJDQL]DWLRQV�6XEPLW�DQ�,QLWLDWLYH�WR�
Get Out of the Current Crisis,” Al Ayyam Newspaper (July 19, 2007).

287KH�³JUHHQ�OLQH´�UHIHUV�WR�WKH������$UPLVWLFH�/LQH�EHWZHHQ�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�:HVW�
%DQN�GUDZQ�E\�WKH�81�DIWHU�WKH�VWDWH�RI�,VUDHO�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ������

29$OO� TXRWHV�� $PQHVW\� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�� ³,VUDHO�2FFXSLHG� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� 7HUULWRULHV��
5LJKW�WR�)DPLO\�/LIH�'HQLHG��)RUHLJQ�6RXVHV�RI�3DOHVWLQLDQV�%DUUHG´��0DUFK������������
�KWWS���ZZZ�DPQHVW\�RUJ�/LEUDU\�LQGH[�(1*0'(���������"RSHQ	RI (1*�,65!�
(accessed October 15, 2007). 
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Israeli Ministry of Interior, which means losing their Jerusalem ID. The situation 

is made even more complicated by the fact that Israel does not consider Palestinian 

Jerusalemites as citizens of Jerusalem, but as residents; as such, they can lose their 

residence at the discretion of Israel. Ahlam, a Jerusalemite women married to a man 

from Gaza, is facing a number of complications. She states:

The Israeli authorities are now creating new regulations to make sure that all 

Jerusalemites legal papers and documents that relate us to Jerusalem are revoked. 

This is one of the worst policies of discrimination ever followed by any authority.30

The intervention of the Israeli policy also extends to the OPT. Those who 

visited the PA territories before 2000 and applied for a family union never got 

their documents back as a kind of “punishment” for the Intifada. As a result, the 

mobility of about 35,000 is limited. “M” (whose name is withheld at her request) 

FDPH� WR� 3DOHVWLQH� RQ� D� YLVLWRU¶V� YLVD� DQG� DSSOLHG� IRU� IDPLO\� XQL¿FDWLRQ��ZKLFK�
would allow her to live in Palestine with her husband. However, her request was 

denied by the Israeli authorities each time she applied. She lost all her legal rights 

as a Palestinian: she is deprived from traveling and leaving the country to visit her 

IDPLO\²HVVHQWLDOO\��IURP�OLYLQJ�D�QRUPDO�IDPLO\�OLIH��³0´�VD\V�

The situation that I remember most vividly was when I was pregnant with our 

¿UVW�FKLOG��'XULQJ�P\�SUHJQDQF\��,�ZDV�XQDEOH�WR�UHFHLYH�SUHQDWDO�FDUH�EHFDXVH�,�
was unable to get through the Israeli checkpoints to get to the hospital without an 

ID. I was also forced to give birth to our son in our home, and there were some 

complications during the birth. Although we tried to get him to the nearest hospital, 

E\�WKHQ�LW�ZDV�WRR�ODWH�DQG�KH�GLHG��(YHU\�GD\�,�DP�KDXQWHG�E\�WKH�PHPRU\�RI�KLP��
and, as a mother, I do not know if I can ever forgive myself for not protecting him.31

The right to citizenship or residency is problematic also for spouses from countries 

where advanced visas are not even required to enter Israel. Before the second 

Intifada (2000), Palestinians married to foreigners had to leave the country every 

three months to renew their visas, but now, they are not even allowed to renew 

them, and often they are forced to leave the country or hide. Those living with their 

VSRXVHV�DJDLQVW�,VUDHOL�UHJXODWLRQV�IHDU�EHLQJ�GHSRUWHG��DQG�KHQFH�UHPDLQ�FRQ¿QHG�
to their homes and towns.

Israel controls the borders of the West Bank and Gaza and the movement of 

the Palestinian families between cities and towns through a complex system of 

30$O�0DMG�3UHVV�2I¿FH��³-HUXVDOHPLWHV�0DUULHG� WR�*D]DQV�0D\�/RVH�-HUXVDOHP�
Residency,” Voice of Women��)HEUXDU\�������������KWWS���ZZZ�ZDWFSDO�RUJ!�(accessed 

October 15, 2007).

31:$7&��³/LIH�ZLWKRXW�/HJDO�,GHQWLW\��$�-RXUQH\�LQWR�3DLQ�´�Voice of Women (July 

9, 2007), <http://www.watcpal.org/english/display.asp?DocID=184> (accessed October 

15, 2007).
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control which involves a number of physical barriers to movement, including 

checkpoints where Israeli soldiers give Palestinians selective, and sometimes 

arbitrary, permissions to cross the border between Israel and Palestine to access 

their jobs, homes, schools, universities, hospitals, and family. In April 2007, the 

8QLWHG� 1DWLRQV� 2I¿FH� IRU� WKH� &RRUGLQDWLRQ� RI� +XPDQLWDULDQ�$IIDLUV� �2&+$��
recorded 539 permanent physical barriers and a weekly average of 175 temporary 

EDUULHUV�WR�3DOHVWLQLDQ�PRYHPHQW�HUHFWHG�E\�,VUDHO�LQ�WKH�:HVW�%DQN²DQ�DUHD�RI�
������VTXDUH�PLOHV��&KHFNSRLQWV�DQG�-HZLVK�VHWWOHPHQWV�DUH�RIWHQ�FRQVWUXFWHG�LQ�
long columns through Palestinian communities to serve as another wall severing 

those communities. In addition, Israeli-only bypass roads, which offer quick and 

convenient commutes to Israel for Jewish settlers, carve right through Palestinian 

communities to create more impassable barriers.32

The largest barrier, however, is the “Separation Wall,” the Israeli West Bank 

%DUULHU�EXLOW�DORQJ�WKH������$UPLVWLFH�/LQH��ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�LQ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RQ�
WKH�237�ODQG�VLQFH�-XQH�������%\�����������NP�������RI�WKH�EDUULHU�KDG�EHHQ�
FRPSOHWHG�����NP������ZDV�XQGHU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�����NP��������PL��������KDG�
QRW�\HW�EHHQ�VWDUWHG��:KHQ�¿QLVKHG��WKH���WR���PHWHU�KLJK������NP�ORQJ�ZDOO�ZRXOG�
FRQ¿VFDWH�PRUH�WKDQ�����RI�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�ODQG�LQ�WKH�:HVW�%DQN�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
the published maps.33 Some call it the Apartheid Wall, or Segregation Wall, but 

to Palestinians living on either side of the wall, it is a separation line not between 

the Israelis and the Palestinians, but between the Palestinian and their land, work, 

basic services, and members of their family.

The case of Nazlet Issa, a village close to Tulkarem in North of the West Bank, 

H[HPSOL¿HV�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ��7KRXJK�VPDOO��1D]OHW�,VVD�XVHG�WR�KDYH�����FRPPHUFLDO�
shops which employed 400 people from other villages, and the town’s municipality 

ZDV� FRQVLGHUHG� DIÀXHQW�� 7KDW� G\QDPLF� FKDQJHG� ZKHQ� WKH� VHSDUDWLRQ� ZDOO� ZDV�
built. The wall divided Nazlet Issa into two and destroyed its commercial market, 

FRQ¿VFDWLQJ�WKH�DJULFXOWXUDO�ODQG�DQG�GHVWUR\LQJ�KRXVHV��7KH�ZKROH�HFRQRP\�RI�WKH�
village collapsed suddenly. Whereas 350 people used to work in Israel, now only 80 

people aged 30 and more are given three-month permits to work in Israel. However, 

they are not allowed to use the gate to cross to Israel: they have to use the Al-Tybeh 

check point to enter Israel, which is about 30 km from Nazlet Issa, and then to go 

back again almost to the place from which they started on the other side of the wall. 

The rest of the people who are less that 30 years or those who have been refused 

permits smuggle themselves into Israel to work, and by doing so, are at risk of being 

arrested. Those without a permit smuggle themselves through the wall by traveling 

50 km from Nazlet Issa to Jerusalem and back to the other side of the wall (which 

322&+$�� ³:HVW� %DQN� &ORVXUH� &RXQW� DQG�$QDO\VLV´� �6HSWHPEHU� ������� �KWWS���
ZZZ�RFKDRSW�RUJ�GRFXPHQWV�&ORVXUHBFRXQWBDQDO\VLVBVHSW���SGI!�

337KH�$SSOLHG�5HVHDUFK�,QVWLWXWH�-HUXVDOHP��$5,-���³0RQLWRULQJ�,VUDHOL�&RORQL]DWLRQ�
Activities in the Palestinian Territories” <www.arij.org>.
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is another 50 km) in order to come to a point that does not exceed 20 meters from 

where the journey began.34

7KH�ZDOO�FUHDWHV�DGGLWLRQDO�GLI¿FXOWLHV�IRU�1D]OHW�,VVD��7KH�JDWHV�DOORZ�RQO\����
people to cross to the west side and 22 students to go to schools on the east side, 

DQG� WKDW�RQO\�GXULQJ�FHUWDLQ�KRXUV��7KH����SHRSOH�KDYH� WR�SURYH� WKDW� WKH\�RZQ�
land on the other side of the wall to be able to use the gate, and, even so, they are 

only allowed to enter the other side during harvesting or olive picking. Not more 

than two persons from the same family are usually allowed to cross the gate, and 

WKH� WLPH� WKH\�DUH�DOORZHG�WR�UHPDLQ�RQ� WKH�RWKHU�VLGH� LV�QHYHU�HQRXJK� WR�¿QLVK�
the work. On the other hand, workers who do not get permits stay for prolonged 

periods in Israel to lessen their chances of being caught at a checkpoint. Because 

men are away most of the time from their families, the town of Nazlet Issa has 

been called the “women’s town.” In effect, as the wall cuts the town into two 

halves, the town looks as if the houses were built in the wall. Those who work on 

the other side of the wall must climb the roofs of their homes to speak with their 

families. One woman describes the situation: “I see my husband every day, but he 

is far to reach.” A child said: “I see my father, but I can’t hold him.”35

The wall, interspersed Jewish settlements, and Israeli-only roads serve the 

purpose of changing, not only the face of the land, but its demographics. John 

Dugard, Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights in Palestine 

described the wall as designed to strengthen the position of the settlers by 

LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�KDOI�RI�WKH�VHWWOHU�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�:HVW�%DQN�DQG�(DVW�-HUXVDOHP��
He also warned that the complete construction of the wall would see 54 illegal 

Israeli settlements built on the Palestinian West Bank land, and 142,000 settlers 

incorporated into Israel.�� This situation not only complicates the daily life of 

3DOHVWLQLDQV��EXW�PDNHV�LW�GLI¿FXOW�WR�PDLQWDLQ�D�FROOHFWLYH�LGHQWLW\�DQG�LGHDOV�RI�D�
XQL¿HG�VWDWH��)RUPHU�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�3UHVLGHQW�-LPP\�&DUWHU�REVHUYHG�

The wall is designed to complete the enclosure of a severely truncated Palestine 

[ … ]. It is obvious that the Palestinians will be left with no territory in which 

to establish a viable state, but completely enclosed within the barrier and the 

occupied Jordan River valley.37

)LQDOO\�� LQ� WHUPV� RI� JHQGHU� UHODWLRQVKLSV�� WKH� VWXG\� FRQGXFWHG� E\� WKH�:RPHQ¶V�
$IIDLUV�&HQWHU�LQ�*D]D�LQ������VKRZHG�D�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�,VUDHOL�RFFXSDWLRQ�DQG�
WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�ZRPHQ�LQ�*D]D��7KLV�VWXG\�FRQ¿UPHG�WKH�
results reached by Afaf Zibda in the years 2004–2005, in the Tulkarem area in the 

34$IDI�=LEGD��:$7&�FRRUGLQDWRU� LQ� WKH�QRUWK�RI� WKH�:HVW�%DQN�� LQWHUYLHZ�E\�WKH�
author, August 25, 2007.

35,ELG��
��$5,-��RS�FLW�
37-LPP\�&DUWHU��Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid� �1HZ�<RUN�� 6LPRQ�	�6FKXVWHU��

�����������
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north of the West Bank. Zibda observes that the ideology of the “occupation” can 

EH�UHDG��¿UVW��LQ�WHUPV�RI�LWV�SV\FKRORJLFDO�HIIHFW�RQ�3DOHVWLQLDQ�ZRPHQ��VHFRQG��
ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�LWV�HIIHFWV�RQ�WKH�SDUHQWV�DQG��VSHFL¿FDOO\��KXVEDQG�ZLWKLQ�D�IDPLO\��
and, third, through its consequences on the community.38 In terms of psychological 

violence, the occupation has affected women either through the absence of their 

husbands (due to their imprisonment, death, etc.) or by their husbands’ loss of jobs 

due to closures or checkpoints. This situation has affected women in one unique 

sense: they have become more closely watched by society. “Rowa,” a 22-year old 

ZRPDQ�ZKR�PDUULHG�DW�WKH�DJH�RI����DQG�QRZ�LV�WKH�ZLIH�RI�D�3DOHVWLQLDQ�SULVRQHU�
serving a life sentence, states:

I am from a rural society where women are not supposed to leave their houses in 

the absence of their husbands. Not being able to leave my house, I can’t go back 

to school. I am not allowed to visit my husband to discuss the issue with him and 

I do not want to make my in-laws angry. I am afraid that this situation will go for 

a long time. I have become very nervous in my treatment to my children. I have 

lost weight. I want to get out and learn but I can’t.39

Another form of violence against women resulting from the political developments 

in the region lies in the increase in women’s responsibilities as a consequence 

of the absence of their spouses. Amal, another woman whose husband is wanted 

by the Israelis, states: “The burden is too much now. I do everything, and this 

tires me psychologically and physically.” Tamam, whose husband has lost his job, 

describes her husband’s changed mental condition: “Now everything is a reason to 

make him angry. He can’t control his temper and starts yelling at our children for 

QR�UHDVRQ��:H�VWDUWHG�WR�¿JKW�DERXW�HYHU\WKLQJ�´40

Concluding Remarks

The fragmentation of land, the division of people by Israeli policies, and 

the separation of families have left their mark on every aspect of Palestinian 

life, pushing families to emigrate both out of Israel and out of the Palestinian 

territories. The June 2007 and later events in Gaza have not only exacerbated the 

divisions among Palestinians themselves, but they have further moved them away 

from realizing the dream of an independent democratic Palestinian state where all 

citizens are equal regardless of their religion or sex. In this context, the Palestinian 

women’s movement today is confronted not only with the continued emergency 

condition of the women in the West Bank and Gaza, but also with the possibility 

of a civil war and the absence of the rule of the law.

38$IDI�=LEGD��Violence, 27.
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In this crisis, as in all other crises, women carry the burdens and sustain their 

families, not only economically and socially, but also morally. As always, it is 

ZRPHQ�ZKR� SOD\� D� XQLI\LQJ� UROH� LQ� DGGUHVVLQJ� FRQÀLFWV� DPRQJ� SDUWLHV� DQG� LQ�
moving Palestinians closer to their national dream: in the middle of the current 

crisis, the Palestinian women’s movement has been consolidating efforts to 

advocate for a national unity government. It seeks to establish a dialogue as 

WKH�RQO\�PHDQV�WR�UHVROYH�FRQÀLFW�DQG�IRU�WKH�UXOH�RI�ODZ�WR�HQVXUH�FLYLO�SHDFH��
Such efforts reinforce the interconnections between the cause of women and the 

nation’s cause.
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