University of Greenwich

Law School

LAW1099 Law of Contract and LAW1224 Law of Contract 

Coursework 2
REFERRAL/DEFERRAL
Task
In December 2021, Alpha Ltd, the UK’s leading distributor of fruit and vegetables, supplied five hundred cases of tomatoes to Beta Ltd, a regional wholesaler, at a cost of £50,000. The contract between Alpha Ltd and Beta Ltd specified the tomatoes were to be ‘Grade A’ and ‘French in origin’. 
On delivery at the Port of Liverpool, Beta Ltd discovered that the tomatoes were Dutch and Grade B in type. As a consequence, Beta Ltd spent £75,000 on finding replacement, French grown, Grade A tomatoes, in order to complete a contract with Delta Ltd, who own a chain of supermarkets within the M25. Beta Ltd rejected the consignment and the Grade B tomatoes were stored by Beta Ltd at a continuing, weekly expense of £5,000.
In response to Beta Ltd’s claim for recovery of the purchase price and/or damages, Alpha Ltd is insisting that (i) it is not liable and (ii) the parties are bound by the following clause contained in the contract: 
‘In respect of any breach of any term of the contract, express or implied, Alpha Ltd limits its liability to no more than fifty percent of the contract price.’ 
Advise Beta Ltd as to its legal position.
​ 

Instructions

· Deadline 15 July 2022, 23.30pm. We strongly urge you to submit your work before 5.00 pm, as, after that time, there will be no technical support if things go wrong
· Word limit 1500 words. There is a 10% MAXIMUM leeway (150 words in this case). Any words beyond the word limit in the main body of your answer (leeway permitting) will be disregarded by the marker. You are required to indicate the number of words used at the end of your work. Foot notes, confined to case citations or references, are NOT part of the word limit. Foot notes containing text to avoid the word limit will be disregarded by the marker. Foot notes are to be used for stating references only, ie to CITE a reference in support of a point, comment, etc contained in the main text. These are NOT part of the word limit and will be marked. Any use of foot notes to avoid the word limit by including within the text of the foot note argument or comment which should appear in the main body of the work will be disregarded by the marker. The bibliography is excluded from the word limit.
· Provide a bibliography at the end of your work (does NOT count towards the word limit)

· Use OSCOLA style referencing. The quick referencing guide can be found on: https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/oxlaw/oscola_4th_edn_hart_2012quickreferenceguide.pdf
· Word process your work and leave sufficient space and margin for comments (1.5 or 2-line space between sentences) 

· Retain a copy of the coursework for your own records

· The link to hand in the essay can be found on the course/module Moodle website - you only need to submit an electronic copy

· This assessment represents 25% of your final mark for this course/module.

Learning outcomes

· Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the terms of a contract, the use of exemption clauses and remedies for breach
· Demonstrate a systematic approach to problem solving

· Explain and apply the legal principles established in cases studied to the facts of this scenario, focusing on the relevant issues 

· Present sound legal arguments supported by relevant legal authorities (cases must be given full citations).

· Reach a reasoned conclusion based on the above

· Demonstrate acceptable standards of communication skills in terms of written English (grammar, punctuation, paragraphing etc.)

