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PRIMARY SOURCE 14.2

“The Propensity to Truck, Barter, and Exchange” (1776),
Adam Smith

Adam Smith (1723-1790) was a Scottish moral philosopher and

leading figure of the Scottish Enlightenment whose 1776 book, The

Wealth of Nations, was a pioneering work of political economy.

= According to Smith, where does the division of labor come from?
= What challenges stand in the way of economic growth, in Smith’s
— §§§§?
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ally the effect of any human wisdom, which foresees and
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characters, between a philosopher and a common street porter, for

example, seems to arise not so much from nature as from habit, custom,

and education. When they came into the world, and for the first six or
eight years of their existence, tlwv were, perhaps, very much alike, and
neither their parents nor phwtollows could perceive any mem1rk1ble

difference. About that a&,e or soon attm they €o
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, losopher 1S not in genius and disposition half so d[ffermt rom
Street porter, as a mastift is from a greyhound, or a greyhound from
spaniel, or this last from a shepherd’s dog. Those different tribes of
animals, however, though all of the same species, are of scarce any use.
to one another. The strength of the mastiff is not, in the least, suppcmd
either by the swiftness of the gffevhﬁuﬁd or by the sagacity of the

S;éaﬁifi or b}? the docility of the shephef - &ag The effects of those

geniuses : and talents, for want of the pﬁwer or dispamtlmm to





